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Title:  Little League Interview with Billy Dyer 
Date:  July 9, 1952 
 
Recording number: D 14.49; CD 20, track 27  
Length of recording: 1:32 
 
Note:  the WLBZ station log noted that there was some question as to this baseball player’s last name.  
They noted it as “Billy (Dyer or Diamond?)” but in the recording, it sounds as if he is actually saying that 
his name is Billy Varney.   
 
[transcript begins] 
 
ANNOUNCER, EDDIE OWEN:  One thing I’ve found out about these young fellows who are members of 
the Little League teams, they’re always ready to talk about their favorite sport which is Little League 
Baseball.  Now, I’m going to ask this young fellow to tell me his name, the team he plays for, although I 
can see it on his uniform, of course, his position and, well, let’s start in that way.  What’s your name? 
 
BILLY:  Billy [Dyer?  Varney?]. 
 
OWEN:  And your team? 
 
BILLY:  Lions. 
 
OWEN:  And your position? 
 
BILLY:  Catcher. 
 
OWEN:  And how are you hitting? 
 
BILLY:  O.K.  Fair. 
 
OWEN:  Just fair, huh?  Well, we’ll hope that average goes up a bit.  You say you’re a catcher? 
 
BILLY:  Ayah. 
 
OWEN:  Is that what you tried out for? 
 
BILLY:  No, I tried out for third base. 
 
OWEN:  You tried out for third base and you wound up at home.  What do you think of Little League 
Baseball? 
 
BILLY:  I think it’s a good organization. 
 
OWEN:  You do?  Did I ask you how old you were? 
 
BILLY:  No, I’m eleven. 
 
OWEN:  You’re eleven, so that means you’ve got another season, huh? 
 
BILLY:  Yeah. 
 
OWEN:  Do you think next year you’ll be back at the catching position, or do you think you’d like to work 
into third base? 
 
BILLY:  I’d rather catch. 
 
OWEN:  I think you’ll be speaking for all the boys here.  How do you, what do you think of the boys, the 
older guys who are coaching your teams? 
 
BILLY:  I think they’re pretty fair people. 
 
OWEN:  They are?  They keep you busy, work you hard? 
 
BILLY:  Ayuh. 
 
OWEN:  It’s worth it, though, isn’t it? 
 
BILLY:  Ayuh. 
 
OWEN:  O.K., well thanks a lot, we’ll be seeing you again sometime. 
 
 
 
[transcript ends] 
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